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Halloween — so demanding, it's scary 


Concierges now handle 
a once-simple holiday 


By Beth Teitell 


GLOBE STAFF 


Halloween — long beloved as America’s 
lone stress-free holiday — has turned on 
us. Marketing vampires and Instagram 


much as $125 an hour to shop for severed 
heads, advise clients on his-and-hers cos- 
tumes, and spray bushes with spider webs. 


In Chestnut Hill, personal concierge Li- 


sa Schreider spent hours scooping out 10 


large pumpkins for a driveway display, a 


showoffs have raised the bar so high that 


people feel compelled to pay professionals 
to handle what was once simply a day to 


give kids candy. 


Halloween whisperers are earning as 


job that left her with a modern workplace 
injury: pumpkin elbow. 
“The original goal was to have the [cli- 
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Pavlina Atanasova, of Master The 


Time Concierge, decorated the 


grounds for a Belmont client. 
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‘I just go to work, I just go to church, I don’t know what happened.’ 


DEETJE PATTY, who has been ordered to return to the country she fled amid religious intolerance 


A place of refuge taken 


SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF 


Deetje Patty (left) is in danger of deportation. With her is her daughter Windi Tavares, who is a citizen. 


Indonesians 
in N.H., 
Christians 
who fled 
intolerance, 
are ordered 
to return 


By Brian MacQuarrie 
GLOBE STAFF 

DOVER, N.H. — Deetje Patty said she fled Indo- 
nesia to escape religious persecution 21 years ago, 
settling in this small city, where she and her hus- 
band found jobs, raised three children, and attend- 
ed church in safety. 

But what had been a comforting refuge is now a 
place of broken trust and bewildering uncertainty. 

“I just go to work, I just go to church, I don’t 
know what happened,” said Patty, 56, a Christian 
who said she was threatened with death in Muslim- 


Patty and at least 68 other Indonesian immi- 
grants, many of whom have lived in New Hamp- 
shire for more than a decade, suddenly find them- 
selves at risk of being deported under President 
Trump’s policies. 

Like many of the immigrants, Patty overstayed a 
tourist visa and later missed the deadline to apply 
for asylum — simply because she was unaware of 
the process, she said. 

For years, however, US immigration authorities 
allowed Patty and other undocumented but law- 
abiding Indonesians to remain and work in New 


majority Indonesia because of her faith. 
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THIS CHEF PROVED SHE COULD STAND THE HEAT 


THOMAS FARRAGHER 
COMMENTARY 
AUGUS — Like many Hall of Famers, 


she had younger days full of the indig- 
nities that come with life in the bush 


leagues, the place where 


mistakes, the place where greatness is a dis- 


tant dream. 


For Denise Graffeo, that place was a restau- 


you learn from 


rant in Haverhill called the Tap. 

In 1974, she was 24 and newly divorced. 
She lived on the top floor above that restau- 
rant, working a grueling morning-to-night 
schedule, scarcely feeling sunshine on her face 
for six months. 

She carried 50-pound boxes of grease to 
melt in the deep fryer. She peeled potatoes, 
made her own french fries, and served club 
sandwiches on 12 kinds of bread. 

Her feet hurt. She looked sickly. And, for 
the first time, she had found herself. 


She was the new chef. And she loved it. 
“This was my first experience in the world 
where it was all up to me,” said Graffeo, who 
became the first woman elected into the Amer- 
ican Academy of Chefs Hall of Fame this year. 
“I was going to succeed because I would not 
let myself fail. I’m all pumped up because I had 
a cookbook from the Culinary Institute of 
America. It wasn’t much. But it was mine.” 
When the trumpets sounded in a hotel ball- 
room in Orlando in July, and Graffeo took hold 
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Partisan 


path steep 
for GOP 
on tax bill 


Stark contrast in strategy 
from last major overhaul 


By Victoria McGrane 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — It all seems so quaint, by to- 
day’s standards. 

Washington’s most powerful tax policy officials 
— Democrats and Republicans, from both Congress 
and the executive branch — got together to ham- 
mer out what would become a historic tax reform 
law. 

The year was 1986, and Ronald Reagan was in 
the White House, working with Congress to forge a 
grand compromise that had been deliberated over 
for two years. 

“It was clearly destined to be bipartisan. The 
committee chairman and others insisted on it,” re- 
called former senator Byron Dorgan, a North Dako- 
ta Democrat who was on the House Ways and 
Means Committee in those days. 

Fast forward three decades, and the most signif- 
icant tax rewrite since that landmark overhaul is 
embroiled in partisan squabbles, cloaked in secre- 
cy, and, when it finally becomes public this week, 
set to be crammed into a tight two-month schedule 
that will allow for minimal formal debate. 

The strategy of trying to limit the window for 
public criticism and internal GOP dissension could 
be a recipe for triumph for the Republican triumvi- 
rate of President Trump, House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
and Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell. 

Or it could just as easily become a full-blown di- 
saster. 

Many observers remain skeptical that Republi- 
cans can pull it all off, given the playbook they’re 
using. The House and Senate are both aiming to 
wrap up the exceedingly complex legislation by 
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As indictment 
reports swirl, 
Trump attacks 


Seeks to redirect attention 
to accusations on Clinton 


By Julie Hirschfeld Davis 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — Pushing back against the ac- 
celerating criminal investigation into his cam- 
paign’s ties to Russia, Pres- 
ident Trump argued Sun- 
day that its focus should 
instead be on his 2016 ri- 
val, Hillary Clinton, even 
as the special counsel’s in- 
quiry was reportedly 
poised to produce its first 
indictment. 

In a series of tweets, 
Trump said Republicans 
were now fighting the Rus- 
sia allegations by looking 
into Clinton, apparently 
referring to new House in- 
vestigations into her e- 
mail practices and an Obama-era uranium deal 
with Russia. But the president made it clear he be- 
lieved that Clinton should be pursued more force- 
fully, writing, “DO SOMETHING!” 

He did not specify who should take action or 
what it should be, though critics have accused him 
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‘Never 

seen such 
Republican 
anger and 
unity.’ 
PRESIDENT 
TRUMP, demanding 


more investigation of 
his campaign rival 


In the news 


Federal officials will send 
investigators to New Bed- 
ford to help police battle 
drug trafficking. B1. 


The Navy is investigating 
whether two members of 
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the elite SEAL Team 6 stran- 
gled to death an Army 
Green Beret on assignment 
in Mali. A5. 


A Puerto Rican agency said 
it will cancel a controver- 
sial $300 million contract 
with Whitefish Energy Hold- 
ings as the tiny Montana 
company’s role in restoring 
the island’s power after 
Hurricane Maria comes un- 
der scrutiny. A2. 


Hundreds of thousands of 
pro-Spanish demonstrators 


For breaking news, updated 
stories, and more, visit our website: 


BostonGlobe.com 


rallied in Barcelona, de- 
nouncing Catalan leaders’ 
bid for independence. A4. 


The longtime president of 
the Iraqi region of Kurdistan 
said he will resign after 
leading a failing attempt for 
independence. A3. 


About one in 10 Boston 
buses is still dropping chil- 
dren off late to school, two 
months after classes start- 
ed. B1. 


Santander Bank plans to 
unveil an $11 billion, five- 
year pledge for community 
investments across eight 
states. B9. 
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Breezy does it 


Monday: Early rain, windy. 
High 60-65, low 44-49. 


Tuesday: Winds persist, clear. 
High 57-62, low 40-45. 


High tide: 7:50, 8:06. 
Sunrise: 7:15. Sunset: 5:40. 
Complete report, B13. 
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JIM DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF 
New England Patriots defensive lineman Deatrich Wise Jr. 
celebrated with mascot Pat Patriot (dressed as 
Frankenstein) after the team held off the Los Angeles 
Chargers, 21-13, Sunday in Foxborough. Score, C1. 


